Unity Candle passage

"(Groom and Bride’s names) ______________________ have chosen to light a single candle signifying their two lives coming together, no longer as separate lives, but one life bonded together by love.

=======================================================================

2nd Candle Lighting: 
(To the gathering)

For over three thousand years human beings have used candles as a source of light. They are also symbols of warmth, of hope, and of life itself. 

The cultural heritage and traditions each brings to this marriage will continue to be an important element in their lives, but now will be shared between them. In commemoration of the merging of these two rich traditions and in memory of those, living and dead, who were part of these heritages, I now invite (                    the groom’s) parents and (the bride’s) parents to bring forth lighted candles, representing each of the families of this couple.

(                                           [Bride and Groom]) receive the candles from their parents

(To (                                           [Bride and Groom]))

The two distinct flames represent your lives up to this moment: individual and unique. As you light the center candle together, the joined flame symbolizes your two lives joined in dependence and growing maturity. Your plans will be mutual, your joys and sorrows will be shared alike.

Would you now together, from your own candles, light a third as a symbol of your marriage.

====================================================================

"___________________ and ________________ the two lighted candles symbolize your separate lives, your separate families and your separate sets of friends. I ask that you each take one candle and that together you light the center candle. The individual candies represent your individual lives before today. Lighting the center candle represents that your two lives are now joined to one light, and represents the joining together of your two families and sets of friends to one."

If Children Are Involved
"The lighting of the center candle represents not only the union of ____________ and ___________ in marriage, but the unity formed in this new family in which your lives will now shine as one family.

And now, let us participate in another symbolic act. Life is full of many such actions that speak to us of a deeper meaning that we cannot always put into words. You have used ancient symbols in this wedding service—the exchange of rings, the clasping of hands, the bearing of flowers. By such things you act instead of speak in regard to your promises. Now each of you will take a candle. And together you will light one larger candle. This is a vivid reminder that in true Christian marriage our lives are merged, even as we remain individuals.This is a symbolic prayer that God will enhance your own personhood and bless your uniqueness as individuals: but that God will also make of your hands ONE hand...of your hearts ONE heart...and of your lives ONE life.
