Wedding ceremony 10 

Introduction:

We are gathered here to participate in a wedding. By this act we unite (Bride’s name:  _____________________) and (Husband’s name:  _______________________) as husband and wife. What we do today is done in conformity to the laws of the State of _______________ and in the tradition of men and women in all places and at all times.

Opening:

Marriage is a relationship which embodies all the warm and precious values that grow out of human companionship and love. We enter it joyfully and in the knowledge that love is both our highest achievement and life’s most precious gift. It is a relationship with deep commitment and high expectations. 

Statement of Intentions:

(                            )  and    (                            ), you have invited us to witness the happiness that you have found in each other. You stand here prepared to commit yourselves to each other in love and matrimony. Do you both do this of your own free will, with no pressure upon you from other persons?

Bride and Groom answer:: We do.

If anyone here knows of any reason why this union should not take place, speak now or forever hold your peace.

Acknowledgement of Family and Friends:

(To the parents)

As our sons and daughters find partners and found homes for the next generation, each family is enriched and enlarged. The union of (                                                            [Bride and Groom]) today brings together two family traditions, two systems of roots, in the hopes that a new family tree may become strong and fruitful. Theirs is a personal choice and a decision for which they are primarily responsible. Yet their life together will be enriched by the support of the families from which each comes. 

Do you, who have nurtured these two, bestow your blessing on their union and their family, and will you encourage (                                                  [Bride and Groom])  in their marriage?

Parents: We will.

(To the friends gathered)

It is appropriate that we, the friends and family of (                                           [Bride and Groom]), are here to participate in this wedding. The ideals, the understanding, and the mutual respect which these two bring to their marriage have roots in the love, friendship, and guidance with which you have provided them. Do you celebrate with them the decision they have made to choose each other?

Gathering: We do.
Readings:

We are gathered here to join this man and this woman in marriage. This is an act as ancient as the history of the human race and as new as each new morning; for it speaks of the past and of the future, of the life of the individual and the existence of the community. Because marriage is concerned with the most fundamental of human relationships, it must not be regarded lightly. Those who enter into this relationship shall cherish for each other a mutual esteem and love, bear each other's infirmities and weaknesses, comfort each other in sickness, trouble and sorrow, encourage each other in trials of the spirit, and live together as the heirs of life. Marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly, but with devotion and discretion. Love and loyalty are the foundation of a happy and enduring home; and if you keep with honor and integrity the solemn vows you are about to make, your life will be full of peace and joy, and the home you are establishing will be one of warmth and understanding.

Vows:

Please repeat after me. 

((                                           [Bride and Groom]) repeat when prompted)
To (                          Groom):: 

I, (                             Groom’s name), take you, (                      Bride’s name) 

, to be my wedded wife,

to have and to hold from this day forward

for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,

in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, ‘til death do us part

To (Bride): 

I, (                          Bride’s name), take you, (               Groom’s name), to be my wedded husband

to have and to hold from this day forward

for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer

in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, ‘til death do us part

Ring Exchange:

(                                           [Bride and Groom]), you have shared promises in our presence, do you have a token or symbol which you wish to exchange

(                                           [Bride and Groom]): We do.
(                   Groom’s name), will you give your token to (                     Bride’s name) and repeat these words:

I give you this ring as a constant reminder of the promises we exchange this day. 

As you receive this ring, so receive my promise to be true to you as long as we both shall live.

(                                Bride’s name,) will you give your token to (                      Groom’s name) and repeat these words:

I give you this ring as a constant reminder of the promises we exchange this day. 

As you receive this ring, so receive my promise to be true to you as long as we both shall live.

Candle Lighting: (this may be moved to elsewhere in the ceremony, as appropriate)
(To the gathering)

For over three thousand years human beings have used candles as a source of light. They are also symbols of warmth, of hope, and of life itself. 

The cultural heritage and traditions each brings to this marriage will continue to be an important element in their lives, but now will be shared between them. In commemoration of the merging of these two rich traditions and in memory of those, living and dead, who were part of these heritages, I now invite (                    the groom’s) parents and (the bride’s) parents to bring forth lighted candles, representing each of the families of this couple.

(                                           [Bride and Groom]) receive the candles from their parents

(To (                                           [Bride and Groom]))

The two distinct flames represent your lives up to this moment: individual and unique. As you light the center candle together, the joined flame symbolizes your two lives joined in dependence and growing maturity. Your plans will be mutual, your joys and sorrows will be shared alike.

Would you now together, from your own candles, light a third as a symbol of your marriage.

(As (                                           [Bride and Groom]) get the light the unity candle)

As (                     the Bride and Groom) together light the center candle, they will extinguish their own candles, thus letting the center candle symbolize the union of their lives. 

Pronouncement:

(                                            Bride and Groom), you have grown in knowledge and love of one another.

You have agreed in your desire to go forward in life together, seeking an even richer, deepening relationship. You have pledged to meet sorrow and joy as one family. Therefore, by the powers vested in me [by the state of Virgina] , I now pronounce you husband and wife.

You may seal your promise to each other with a kiss.

Words of Celebration:

We rejoice this day in the marriage of (                                           [Bride and Groom]). We celebrate the love that brought them to this day. With love that deepens through the years, may they know its meaning and its mystery - how we become truly one in sharing ourselves with one another, and yet, remain truly two in our own uniqueness. May your house be a place of happiness for all who enter it, a place where the old and the young are renewed in each other's company, a place for growing, a place for music, a place for laughter. And when shadows and darkness fall within its rooms, may it still be a place of hope and strength for all who enter it, especially for those who may be entrusted to your care. May no person be alien to your compassion. May your larger family be the family of all humankind. And may those who are nearest to you and dearest to you be enriched constantly by the beauty and the bounty of your love for each other. 

Sonnet Reading: (Shakespeare Sonnet 116)  

(Let me not to the marriage of true minds

admit impediments, Love is not love

which alters when it alteration finds,

or bends with the remover to remove:

O, no! It is an ever-fix’d mark,

That looks on tempests and is never shaken;

It is the star to every wandering bark,

Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken.

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosey lips and cheeks

Within his bending sickle’s compass come;

Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks

But bears it out even to the edge of doom.

If this be error and upon me prov’d,

I never writ, nor no man ever lov’d.

Affirmation of the Community

The union between (                                           [Bride and Groom]) touches each one of us. A new family is established in our midst, and we celebrate that new relationship with the bride and groom. I invite you to indicate your support by answering the following questions. Do you who are family and friends of this couple affirm your continuing support and love to (                                           [Bride and Groom]) as they grow in their marriage? If so, answer “we do.”

Gathering: We do.
Do you offer to them the best of your care and counsel in their times of struggle and your celebration with them in their times of joy? If so, answer “we do.”

Gathering: We do.
Will you wholeheartedly accept each of them in this community and share with them the tasks of making the world a neighborhood of human care and support? If so, answer “we will.”

Gathering: We will.
Introduction:

Minister: I now present to you (                                           [Bride and Groom]) 
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