A beautiful selection from the poet, Ben Jonson:


Drink to Me only with thine eyes     and I will pledge with mine


Or leave a kiss but in the cup,   
And I’ll not look for wine


The thirst that from the soul doth rise,     Doth ask a drink divine


But might I of love’s nectar sup, I would not change for thine

I sent thee late a rosy wreath, Not so much honoring thee,    As giving it a hope, that there;  It could not withered be.   But thou thereon did'st only breathe, And sent'st it back to me;   Since when it grows and smells, I swear,  Not of itself, but thee.

We are gathered here in the presence of these witnesses to join this man and this woman together in matrimony.  To stress the significance of this event, it must be reaffirmed that this commitment is entered into thoughtfully, seriously, and with a deep realization of its obligations and responsibilities.

And now a brief passage of love (the true foundation of this commitment) from the 1st letter of Paul to the Corinthians:  

Love is patient; love is kind and envies no one.  Love is never boastful, nor conceited, nor rude or selfish;  It does not take offense, and is not resentful.  Love keeps no score of wrongs; does not gloat over other’s mistakes, but delights in the truth.  There is nothing love can not face.  There is not limit to its faith, its hope and its endurance.  Love does not come to an end.

And now   _____________(Groom), please take ___________(Bride) right hand in yours and repeat after me:

I,  _________________(Groom), join my life with your life, (Bride).

Wherever you go, I will go.  Whatever you face, I will face

In sickness and in health, in happiness or sadness, come wealth or poverty, I  take you as my wife.

And now, ______________(Bride), please repeat after me:

I, _____________(Bride), join my life with your life, __________(Groom).

Wherever you go, I will go.  Whatever you face, I will face

In sickness and in health, in happiness or sadness, come wealth or poverty, I take you as my husband.

And now ______________(Groom), please take the ring you have for _______(Bride), place it on her proper finger and repeat after me:                

__________(Bride), with this ring, I thee wed.

And now _________(Bride), please take the ring you have for ________(Groom), place it on his proper finger and repeat after me:                

__________(Groom), with this ring, I thee wed.

_________(Groom), you may kiss your bride.

Ladies and Gentlemen: By the power and authority invested in me by the state of ____________, I now present to you the newly married couple, ____________
