Wedding Ceremony 7

Gathering  (pre-ceremony music – either live or taped)

Procession of the Bridal Party

Greeting:

We have come together – families and friends – in the presence of God to uphold  

(Groom) ___________________   and (Bride) ______________________ as they make their vows of marriage.  We celebrate with them the love they have discovered in each other and we support their decision to commit themselves to one another for the rest of their lives.

Marriage is a holy estate born in the love of God.  It is a relationship entered into thoughtfully, reverently, with gratitude for the past and hope for the future.  In the tradition of our faith, we believe God calls a man and a woman to leave the homes of their childhood to become, together, a new family.

Who giveth this woman to be married to this man?

Opening Prayer:

Oh God, you are the creator of all things; you made us, and you sustain us; we depend on you.  For the gift of life, we praise you.  For being able to think about its meaning and purpose, we thank you.  In the world without, and in our lives within, there is much that is confusing and contradictory.  Many voices counsel us: many forces pressure us; many things tempt us.  We need your light to lead us, your hand to hold us, and your life to complete us.  In Jesus’ name, we ask for your blessing now.  Amen

Charge (Exhortation)

(Groom’s name) _____________________ and (Bride’s name) _________________, I remind you, as you stand in the presence of God, that love and loyalty are the foundation of a happy and enduring home.  During the days of your engagement, you have given careful thought to the meaning of your marriage.  You began the joining of your lives, and we pray that you will continue to grow together throughout the time you share.  The future is unknown to any of us.  Yet your love for one another and trust in the goodness of God’s will make possible the act of faith you now make in our midst.  As you exchange your vows of faithfulness, we will be listening and supporting you with our love.  As you make your promises to each other, we will be reminded of promises we have made and be moved to renew our own.

The scriptures say, “God is love, and whoever lives in love lives in union with God, and God lives in union with him.  Love is made perfect in us in order that we may have courage on the Judgment Day; and we will have it because our life in this world is the same as Christ’s.  There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out all fear.  So then, love has not been made perfect in anyone who is afraid, because fear has to do with punishment.  We love because God first loved us.”

So, (Groom’s name) ___________________ and (Bride’s name) _________________, I charge you with the responsibility to keep alive: to grow, to change, to maintain the capacity for wonder, for spontaneity, for humor, to remain pliable, warm and sensitive.  I charge you to give fully, to show your real, open feelings, to save time for each other, no matter what demands are made upon your day.  I charge you to see the meaning of life through the changing prism of your love, to nurture each other to fullness and wholeness, and in learning to love each other more deeply to love the creation in which the mystery of your love has happened.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading:  






Isaiah 61:1, 10-11

The spirit of the Lord Yahweh has been given to me, for Yahweh has anointed me.  I exult for joy in Yahweh, my soul rejoices in my God, for He has clothed me in the garments of salvation.  He has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, like a bride adorned in her jewels.  For as the earth makes fresh things grow, as a garden makes seeds spring up, so will the Lord Yahweh make both integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the nations.

Responsorial Psalm: (Optional)

Second Reading: 





Revelations 21: 1-5

Then I saw new heavens and a new earth.  The former heavens and the former earth had passed away, and the sea was no longer.  I also saw a new Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down out of heaven from God, beautiful as a bride prepared to meet her husband.  I heart a loud voice from the throne cry out:  ‘This is God’s dwelling among men.  He shall dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and he shall be their God who is always with them.  He shall wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more mourning, crying out or pain, for the former world has passed away.’  The One who sat on the thrones said to me, ‘Behold, I make all things new!’

Gospel Acclamation:    (Assembly stands)

Gospel:







John 17: 20-26

I do not pray for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their word, that all may be one as You, Father, are in me, and I in you.  I pray that they may be in us, that the world may believe that You sent me.  I have given them the glory You gave me that they may be one, as we are one – I living in them, You living in me – that their unity may be complete.  So shall the world know that You sent me, and that You loved them as You loved me.  Father, all those You gave me I would have in my company where I am, to see this glory of mine which is Your gift to me, because of the love You bore me before the world began.  Just Father, the world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent me.  To them I have revealed Your name, and I will continue to reveal it so that You love for me may live in them, and I may live in them.”

Rite of Marriage

Declaration of Consent

(Groom’s name) _________________, do you here in the presence of God and these witnesses declare your commitment to (bride’s name) __________________ and choose her as the one with whom you wish to spend your life?

Answer: I do.

Do you give yourself to her and accept the gift of self which she gives to you?

Answer: I do.

Do you pledge to endure all of the difficulties which life may offer, even as you look forward to sharing the joys to be experienced together?

Answer: I do.

(Bride’s name) _____________________, do you here in the presence of God and these witnesses declare your commitment to (Groom’s name) ________________ and choose him as the one with whom you wish to spend your life?

Answer:  I do.

Do you give yourself to him and accept the gift of self which he gives to you?

Answer:  I do.

Do you pledge to endure all of the difficulties which life may offer, even as you look forward to sharing the joys to be experienced together?

Answer:  I do.

Presentation of Couple:

(Invite wedding party and immediate family members to stand)

The union of (Groom) _________________ and (Bride) _______________ brings together two family traditions, two systems of roots, in the hope that a new family tree may become strong and fruitful.  Theirs is a personal choice and a decision for which they are primarily responsible.  Yet their life will be enriched by the support of the families from which each comes.  Will you, parents, brothers and sisters and in the wedding party) encourage (Groom and Bride) __________________ in their marriage?

Answer:  We will.

Do you celebrate with them the decision they have made to choose each other?

Answer:  We do.

Will you continue to stand beside them, yet not between them?

Answer:  We will.

Exchange of Wedding Vows:

Let us pray for this man and this woman as they make their marriage vows.  Our Father, as (Bride and Groom) __________________________ pledge themselves to each other, help them and bless them; that their love may be pure, and their vows may be true; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen

Please join your right hands for the exchange of wedding vows.

Groom:  (Bride’s name) ____________, I take you to be my wife; to laugh with you in joy; to grieve with you in sorrow; to grow with you in love, serving mankind in peach and hope; as long as we both shall live.

Bride: (Groom’s name) ______________, I take you to be my husband; to laugh with you in joy, to grieve with you in sorrow, to grow with you in love, serving mankind in peace and hope; as long as we both shall live.

Blessing and Exchange of Rings

The vows that have been exchanged by (Groom and Bride) __________________ have been offered in our hearing.  But words are fleeting, and the sound of them is soon gone.  Therefore, the wedding ring becomes an enduring symbol of the promises that have been made.  May these wedding rings serve as a reminder to (Groom and Bride) _______________ of the vows they have shared today and a witness to all the world of their commitment in marriage.

(Groom’s name) ___________________, please take the ring you have chosen for your bride and repeat after me:

As a symbol of my love for you and commitment to you throughout our lives, I give you this ring, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

(Bride’s name) ___________________, please take the ring you have chosen for your bridegroom and repeat after me:  As a symbol of my love for you and commitment to you throughout our lives, I give you this ring, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Pronouncement:

Because (Groom and Bride) ______________________ have made this solemn covenant of marriage before God and His company, I declare them to be husband and wife; in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The grace of Christ attends you, and the love of God surrounds you, the Holy Spirit keep you.  Amen.

(Groom) You may now kiss your bride.

Candle Lighting Ceremony: (Optional)

(Groom and Bride’s names) ______________________ have chosen to light a single candle signifying their two lives coming together, no longer as separate lives, but one life bonded together by love.

Wedding Prayer:

Let us pray.  We give thanks to you God, as we celebrate another special event of life and love.  We thank You for our family and friends and the high moments of their lives and of ours.  We thank You for the relationships which we establish as we move through life, for the ways in which they sustain, strengthen and bless us.  We celebrate your faithfulness as we conclude our ceremony here today.  You have created us man and woman and provided that we may be joined together as one flesh.  You have given us the capacity to love.  You enable us to find and choose one person with whom we share a covenant.  Our celebration is an acknowledgment of your creation continuing through us.  We call for your special blessing upon (Groom and bride) _______________, whom we bless in Your name.  Help them to continue to learn of love as they grow in their relationship with each other and with You.  Grant them a special quality of happiness as they establish a new home, build a new family and support each other.  Enable them to have a home that is a place of blessing and peace.  We seek your love and grace for all who are witnesses of this holy marriage covenant.  May all who share this cup be renewed as they consider this union.  May each of us grow closer to you as we consider your gifts to us and the covenant we share with you.   Help us to remain a community which encourages commitment to one another.  We seek your blessing in the name of Jesus, the Christ, who is the source of new life.  Amen.

Concluding Rite:

The Lord’s Prayer (Optional)

As an expression of our hopes and aspirations for this marriage, let us pray together using the words Jesus taught His disciples:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen

Affirmation of the Community:

The marriage of (Groom and Bride) ___________________ has called us together because this union touches each one of us.  A new family is established in our midst, and we celebrate that new relationship with the bride and groom.  Do you who are family and friends of this couple affirm your continuing support and love to (Groom and Bride) _____________ as they grow in their marriage?

Answer: We do.

Do you offer to them the best of your care and counsel in their times of struggle and your celebrations with them in their times of joy?

Answer: We do.

Will you wholeheartedly accept each of them in and share with them the tasks of making the world a neighborhood of human love and care?

Answer: We will.

You have affirmed your support and love for this couple on their wedding day by your presence at this ceremony and the promises you have made.  You have come to this ceremony bearing gifts for the newly married couple and to celebrate with them as they begin their new life together.  One of the strongest gifts you can give to ________(Groom) and ____________(Bride)  is the gift of your prayers.  They ask that you take a few moments now, in silence, and give them that gift:  Your prayers, your wishes, your hopes for them and their future together.

(Allow a few moments of silence)              

Sign of Peace: (Optional)

You have prayed for _________(Groom) and ________(Bride) in silence.  I invite you now to share a sign of Christ’s peace with them and each other.

(Allow a few moments to exchange kiss of peace)

(Groom and Bride’s name) ________________, Now go into the world and fulfill your lives together.  Hold fast to your ideals and dreams.  Give to one another new experiences of joy.  Challenge one another that you may grow as one.  May the love you hold for each other, now sealed in marriage, continue to mature, that your life together may be a source of strength and inspiration to the community of your family and friends and to the wider circle of the world.    Amen.

Introduction of the newly married couple:

Ladies and Gentlemen, by the power vested in me as a minister of the Gospel and of the state of _____________________, it is my privilege to introduce for the very first time, Mr. And Mrs. _________________.

