THE GREETING


Dearly Beloved, we are gathered her today in the sight of God, to be witness to a divine sacrament: the union of two lives in Holy Matrimony.

______________________ and ______________________

welcome you … their friends and family.  Each of you have given something of yourselves into their lives, and they want you to know that your love, guidance, friendship and encouragement will be forever appreciated.

PRESENTING THE BRIDE

Q. Who gives this bride to be married to this man?

A. "I do" or  " We do" (Response from presenter.)
_____________________ and _______________________

would you present the bride.

OPENING PRAYER

Let us pray…


Father of all the heavens and the earth… Supreme Architect… we ask your spirit to join us and be present among us today.  We are so thankful for the privilege of sharing this moment of love and happiness.


Bless this time, and consecrate this ceremony for the union of these two lives.   Provide guidance to the betrothed:

______________________ and _____________________.

We ask it all in the precious name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

You may be seated.

ADMONITION

____________________ and _____________________, please remember that any marriage is a divine appointment, as well as the highest calling of God.  It is also the most important stepping stone of your lives. Therefore, marriage should not be entered into lightly, but discreetly, and above all, joyously.

MOTHER'S BLESSING


I would like to invite the mothers (or parents) of _________________ and _________________ to stand and come forward.

(Pause)


As you have given your love to them thus far in their lives, __________________ and _________________ now ask for you affectionate blessings on them for the future they have chosen together.

Q. Do you bestow your blessings?

A. "Yes."


I'm sure you blessings reflect those of all the family and friends here today, as well as those who could only be here in spirit.

SCRIPTURE READING

One of the most profound passages found in God's Holy Scriptures, which talks about "LOVE", is found in the writings of the Apostle Paul to the church in Corinth.

___________________ and ___________________would like to share the reading of this passage - popularly known as the "Love Chapter" - with all of you today.  It is found in the book of I Corinthians, chapter 13:



Love is very patient and kind,



Love is not ill tempered,



or selfish or irritable.



Love is not happy with evil



But is happy with the truth.



Love never gives up.



Love's faith, hope and patience



never fail.



Love is eternal.



There are faith, hope and love,



these three,



But the greatest of these is love.

CONTRITION PRAYER

Shall we pray? …


Dear Heavenly Father … these two are here now before you as an indication of the contrition of their spirits, and commitment of themselves to you in marriage.


Father … I'm not going to pray in a role of folly and ask You to exempt them from problems or make them immune from life's difficulties, because I know that nowhere in Your Holy Word did You ever promise to do that.


But I do want to thank you, that You promised to be with them, to guide, guard, and govern their lives, whenever they choose to turn to you.


Father, as they may have the occasion of walking near the valley of the shadow of death, be there with them, that they might know of your presence, and rejoice!


And Lord, as they walk hand in hand through the broad sunlit uplands of victory, achievement, accomplishment and success together, be there with them also, that they might know of your presence, and rejoice!


I ask this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Your Son, Amen.

CONFESSION


As we all know, no minister…priest…rabbi…or public official can marry these two.  They can only marry each other in the eyes of God; and they have merely given me the privilege of assisting them, as they administer their vows to each other.

_____________________ and ____________________, I solemnly require and charge you both, as you hope for joy and peace in the marriage state, if either of you knows of any just cause why  you may not be lawfully joined together in holy matrimony, you do confess it now.

(Pause)


Is it your will then to proceed?

WEDDING VOWS

As a token of your faith to one another, and your desire to join two lives into one, let us joyfully proceed in the exchanging of your wedding vows.

(Minister to Groom):___________________, do you take ___________________ to be your wedded wife?

(Groom):       "I do."

(Minister to Groom):_________________, repeat after me…

I, _____________________, choose to walk beside you, ____________________, from this day forward.


I promised to love you as a whole person,


To respect you needs, feelings and beliefs,


To be open and honest with you,


To share your sadness, and celebrate your joy,


To be a faithful husband and companion to you.


This commitment is made because of my love for you,


For all of eternity, through God's loving grace.

(Minister to Bride):___________________, do you take ___________________ to be your wedded husband?

(Bride):       "I do."

(Minister to Bride):_________________, repeat after me…

I, _____________________, choose to walk beside you, ____________________, from this day forward.


I promised to love you as a whole person,


To respect you needs, feelings and beliefs,


To be open and honest with you,


To share your sadness, and celebrate your joy,


To be a faithful wife and companion to you.


This commitment is made because of my love for you,


For all of eternity, through God's loving grace.
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POETRY READINGS

TRUE LOVE

By Harvey Anderson



True love is a sacred flame



That burns eternally;



And none can dim its special glow,



Or change its destiny.



True love speaks in tender tones,



And hears with gentle ears.



True love gives with open hearts,



And true love conquers fear.



True love makes no harsh demands,



Neither rules, nor binds;



And true love holds with gentle hands,



The hearts that it entwines.

RING BLESSING

(Hold left hands)

May we have the wedding rings for blessing?

Shall we pray?


Father, God, bless these rings as the symbol and bond of this unbroken unity.  These two lives are now joining together into one unbroken circle.


Wherever they may go, may they always and … in all ways … return to one another in their togetherness.


May they find in each other the love for which all men and women yearn.


May they grow in compassion and understanding of one another.


May their home be such a place of sanctuary that many will find a friend there.


And may these rings symbolize the spirit of Your love, from their hearts.  Thank you, Father, in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN.

SYMBOL OF RING


The ring is made of gold, a pure and precious metal.  This is symbolic of your love for each other.


The ring is shaped in a circle - a form which has no end.  This is symbolic of the commitment you are making to each other.


These rings are a visible sign to all people of the unending love that __________________ and __________________ pledge to each other in their marriage.

RING VOWS

(Minister to Groom): Please repeat after me…


Taking your hand, ___________________, I give you this token of my love.  Knowing that love is precious and fragile, yet strong.  Accept my gift if heart and soul.

(Minister to Bride): Please repeat after me…


Taking your hand, ___________________, I give you this token of my love.  Knowing that love is precious and fragile, yet strong.  Accept my gift if heart and soul.

PRAYER FOR BLESSING

Shall we pray…


Father, bless __________________ and ________________ who give these rings to each other, who receive them, that both go forth with You as their guide to forever live in Your love. Love through eternity endures, for Father, You are love and love is You.  Father, help them to always remember to put You first in their lives, then in each other; in Jesus name, AMEN.

RING REMINDER


The two of you will doubtless be separated from each other on occasion, either by time or distance.  These rings are going to be present with you always.  May they serve as a subtle, simple, but most significant reminder of the reality of the love which you two share, have just promised to each other, and is indeed, ever present with you.

CONCLUDING CEREMONY


Today, __________________ and ___________________ have come together in holy marriage, and have witnessed the same before God and their family, and have pledged their faith and love to each other.  They have declared their love by joining of hands and by the giving and receiving of a ring.  By their promises they have declared themselves husband and wife.


For as much as   _____________and _____________ have consented in holy wedlock, by the authority committed unto me as minister of the church - the body of Jesus Christ, of which He is the head – 

I now pronounce _____________________and________________________ husband and wife according to the ordinance of God, and the laws of the State of Colorado.


To whom God has joined together let no man take apart.

BENEDICTION


I'd like to invite everyone here to please rise.  And right there where you stand, regardless of your denomination, or creed, or religious beliefs, bow your heads for a brief moment of silence, and add you personal blessing on this couple.


And now, may the peace of God that passes all understanding, sanctify, prosper and bless you in his all-knowing love.  May the grace of God abound unto you always.  Go into the world and fulfill your lives.  Hold fast your ideals. Give to one another new experiences of joy.  Challenge one another that you may grow.

May the love you hold for each other, now sealed in marriage, continue to mature, that your life together may be a source of strength and an inspiration to all who see.

PRESENTATION

_____________________, you may now kiss your bride.


Family, friends, and guests … may I present to you 

Mr. and Mrs. ______________________.

